Romans Introduction

But now that there is no more place for me to work in these regions, and since | have been longing for
many years to see you, 24 | plan to do so when | go to Spain. | hope to visit you while passing
through and to have you assist me on my journey there, after | have enjoyed your company for a
while. 25 Now, however, | am on my way to Jerusalem in the service of the saints there. 26 For
Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the saints in
Jerusalem. 27 They were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have
shared in the Jews' spiritual blessings, they owe it to the Jews to share with them their material
blessings. 28 So after | have completed this task and have made sure that they have received this
fruit, 1 will go to Spain and visit you on the way. 29 | know that when | come to you, | will come in the
full measure of the blessing of Christ. Romans 15:23-29

Uniqueness of Romans

Key Theological Principles

God is




Humanity is created

Somewhere in you is the you whom you were made to be.
We need you to be you.
We don’t need a second anybody. We need the first you.

The problem is that the image of God is deeply scarred in each of us, and we lose trust in God’s
version of our story. It seems too good to be true. And so we go searching for identity. We achieve
and we push and we perform and we shop and we work out and we accomplish great things, longing
to repair the image. Longing to find an identity that feels right.

Longing to be comfortable in our own skin.

But the thing we are searching for is not somewhere else. It is right here. And we can only find it when
we give up the search, when we surrender, when we trust. Trust that God is already putting us back
together.

Trust that through dying to the old, the new can give birth.
Trust that Jesus can repair the scarred and broken image.

Rob Bell, Velvet Elvis, 150-151

Sinis a of God’s original design.
Romans 3:9-20




While the law creates , it does not create
Romans 7:15-24

Day Three: Romans 6:8-23, 8:1-17




